successors. He was a man of noble heritage, and the line he established
continued until 1687, when the short sighted policy of Aurangazeb led to its
final extinction.

From the time it was built, the city was repeatedly devastated by
pestilence owing to the scanty supply of water, and consequently Mohammad
Quli Qutub Shah the fifth in descent from Sultan Quli QutubShah removed
the seat of his government from Golconda on account of its scarcity of
water and consequent unhealthiness and built a new city on the banks of
the river Musi, and called it Bhagyanagar from his favourite mistress
Bhagmati, and after her death he named it Hyderabad though for many
years it retained its former appellation. After the transfer of the seat of
government, the population of Golconda rapidly declined, but it still num-
bered several thousands until the fort was taken by Aurangazeb in 1787.

Upon this fortress, the Golconda Kings lavished millions of rupees
relying upon it for the command of the whole of the Deccan. The side of
of the fortress is exceedingly strong. The fort which was deemed impregna-
ble in the old days has high bastions, 87 in number at the angles, on which
there still some of the old Qutub Shahi guns, some which their breeches
blown out, others with iron rods thrust into them, it is said, by the Emperor
Aurangazeb's orders to render them as useless. Some of these have Persian
inscriptions upon them.

In the Western bastion of the fort is a very large gun about 30 or 40
feet long believed to be about three or four hundred years old.

Within the walls of the fort scattered in all directions are a number
of old buildings, mosques and places of historical and architectural
interest irretrievably ruined. The big buildings of the ruined city once
renowned as the mart of diamonds and rubies now uninhabitted are crum-
bling down. Several well laid gardens have turned into patches of
jungles. Tanks and artificial lakes are covered with moss, weeds and rank
vegetation, and all they contain is a thick dirty greenish fluid unfid for con-
sumption either for man, beast or plant. Of all the mountain fortresses,
Golconda is perhaps the most impressive castle ruin in all India: it contains
inaccessible situations and is indeed a marvel of human ingenuity. The
fortress seems to have been built, not only to hold a garrison but a people
as indeed it did in the long seige of 1687 when for eight months Abul
Hassan the last of the Golconda kings held out against the force of
Aurangazeb.
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